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Throughout the course of this semester I have learned many things, but I still know that there are still some things I need to improve upon. I have learned how to use MLA format correctly as well as using it to complete a works cited.  I also learned how to use transitions effectively while composing an essay. Knowing how to use transitions showed me how the audience would be able to read my essay more smoothly and with ease. Another important thing that this class has taught me is that grammar can make or break an essay. Although I have learned how to use transitions properly, I feel that I can still improve upon my usage of them, especially concerning amount. Slang and word usage is another aspect of writing that I think that I can improve upon. The goals outlined for this course have allowed me to examine what I still need to improve upon but most importantly what I have learned. 

The Subway review, was related to goal one because it centered on a certain audience. This essay was composed for an audience and purpose like stated in goal one, because it explains the audience that it was written for, which was college students here at Bloomsburg University. This essay can relate to college students here because as stated in my essay “students can use their meal plan, cash husky gold/ flex” to eat at the Subway on campus. I also say that “I recommend college students at Bloomsburg University to go to the new subway because it has a variety of sandwiches to choose from” this is another way of me relating the essay to my audience. My purpose of this review was to persuade the audience to go to the new subway and try their sandwiches. In my essay I then say “so if you have not eaten from subway yet, then take the time to do so”. This is how I met goal one. 

  Goal two was composing language and conventions appropriate to genres. My essay on “Condoms and Universities” I met these goals by using professional language when stating quotations. By using appropriate language and conventions I was able to appeal to a more professional audience.  I also was able to convey my points and statistics as reliable and valid.  An example of how I was able to do this is as follows: “As many people know, HIV is one of the most deadly sexually transmitted diseases due to the fact that it commonly leads to AIDS. With this shockingly high rate, condoms should be distributed to all college students regardless of religion because it can prevent them from any sexually transmitted diseases (STDS).” By using such language I not only sounded well educated but I was capable of allowing my point to be made across any audience.  While my language was very professional in this paper, it had a subtle ease which made it less intimidating to read.

Goal number three is read, select and use evidence critically to formulate and support arguments.  I met this goal by writing my essay “Condoms and Universities”.  In this essay I used statistics, direct quotes, and scholarly articles to support my argument.  

“In the article “Sexual Decision Making for the ‘Better Than Average’ College Student” written by Lindsey Ross and Anne Bowen, there are many comments about college students’ sexual history and condom usage. ‘Most participants had engaged in in sexual intercourse (82.2%) at least once during their lifetime, with an average age at first sexual intercourse of 17 years of age.’ (213) This statistic shows that many students are having sex before they even enter college.”  

I feel that I used these materials successfully and effectively by putting the statistics and direct quotes in the correct places throughout the essay which made the paper high quality.  I also believe that using the correct information in proper parts of the paper allowed it to be more credible and reliable composition. I believe I met this goal properly by reading over many articles and prompts to select and critically use evidence to formulate and support my initial argument.

Goal four was to interpret and compose in a variety of media and print and non-print genres. By reading the New York Times articles it gave me a chance to compose and interpret a variety of non-print genres.  Since I also used pictures for my essays, it helped me meet the fourth goal. I interpreted the photos I used in my essay by stating in the paper what the picture was and where I got it from in my works cited. One of the photos that I used was a picture of my mentor Dr. Solloway. I then stated in a text box what the picture actually was, which was Dr. Solloway and her granddaughter. I composed the articles in the New York Times because I wrote all my responses out word for word and I interpreted it by paraphrasing the article in my own words, and finding meaning throughout the articles that I have read and completed. The most enjoyable article that I read was titled “Tracking the Pack” because I was able to learn new information about wolves and also learn how to compose a response without being bias.


Goal number five was to describe and apply appropriate writing processes both individually and in collaboration. I know I met this goal because I participated in peer review. Because of the peer review, I got a chance to work by myself to write my first couple of drafts and when it was time to hand the assignments in which was a part of me working individually. Also concerning individual writing I visited the writing center multiple times to make sure I was headed in the right direction. As well as going to the writing center, I also met with a tutor through the University Tutorial Services once a week.  She guided me through assignments by allowing me to complete them on my own with minimal input.  Another student and I would go over the assignments after they were given back to see comments that were made; this shows collaboration. In one of my peer reviews, the responder gave me ideas for what to add to my paper.  She said “If you’re going to incorporate the statistics from BU (which I think is a really great idea) elaborate on the BU Now article: What is it about? Does it have the statistics of our school or just all schools in general?” This allowed me to adjust my paper by adding more in depth statistics to better my paper.

I believe that the progress toward these five goals will affect my writing in other college classes and beyond. For example, if I would take another writing course here at Bloomsburg University I would be able to apply the goals I met in this class to the assignments that are given throughout the course.  If I am in a work environment that would require me to write up reports or some other type of written response, I will be able to compose those items in a professional manner.  The goals that I learned and have met have taught me how to become a better writer all around whether it is by just reading an online article in the New York Times, or writing an essay.  It has made me a better writer already because allowed me to use mechanics properly, language appropriately, and knowing that a peer to review an assignment can truly benefit the final outcome of my paper.

